
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

The District Office 

Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, April 20, 2015 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. Lawson, chairperson; Mrs. Stroman, vice chairperson; Dr. Fort; 
Mrs. Hensley; Dr. Hughes; and Mrs. James.  Mr. Boyd was absent. 
 

Others present:  Dr. Slayman, superintendent; Dr. King, associate superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction; Mr. Gardner, associate superintendent for operations; Mrs. 
Stroud, executive director of finance; Ms. Williams, executive director of human resources; 
Mrs. Clinton, public information officer; Mr. Roddey, director of maintenance; Dr. Green, 
director of Chester County Career Center; Mr. Scruggs, director of alternative education; 
Mrs. Kerr, director of adult education; Mr. Tiller, principal of Chester High School; Mr. 
Tidwell, principal of Chester Middle School; Dr. Graham, principal of Chester Park Center 
of Literacy through Technology; Mrs. Stone, principal of Chester Park Elementary School 
of the Arts; Mrs. Taylor, principal of Chester Park Elementary School of Inquiry; Mrs. Fort, 
principal of Great Falls Middle/High School; Mr. Sumter, principal of Great Falls Elementary 
School; Dr. Knox, principal of Lewisville High School; Mr. Erwin, principal of Lewisville 
Middle School; and Miss Frederick, principal of Lewisville Elementary School. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. Lawson called the meeting to order and welcomed the audience.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mrs. Hensley gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976,          
Sec. 30-4-80(e), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda  of this meeting:  The Herald (Rock Hill); The News & Reporter (Chester);       
WRBK Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock 
Hill). 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

 Giti Tire – The board and the administration recognized Giti Tire for being a school 
district partner with the new Giti math and science awards for eligible students of all ages.  
In appreciation of the partnership, Mrs. Lawson presented a plaque to Giti Tire’s director of 
human resources, Ms. Kelly Schumacher.   

 

 Chester Healthcare Foundation – The president of South Carolina School Boards 
Association (SCSBA), Colonel Robert Gantt, with the school board members and the 
superintendent recognized Chester Healthcare Foundation for being the recipient of  
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SCSBA’s Champions for Public Education Award.  Colonel Gantt presented the SCSBA 
plaque to Mr. Bill Bundy, president of Chester Healthcare Foundation, for support of public 
schools and contributions to benefit the students of the district.  
 

 Chester High School Basketball Players and Wrestlers – The board and the 
administration recognized Chester High School’s star athletes in basketball and wrestling. 
The boys basketball players recognized were Tommy Sanders for being the Region Player 
of the Year for an All Star team, and Malik Williams for being an All Region player.  The 
girls basketball players recognized were Deja Marshall and Porcelain Goldsborough for 
being All Region players.  The wrestlers recognized were Temaris Dixon for being the 
Region Wrestler of the Year, State Champion and North-South Wrestling All Star; and 
David Days and Cayman Williams for being All Region wrestlers.  Each student received a 
certificate from the district for the achievement.  The certificates were presented by Mrs. 
Lawson.  
 

 Lewisville Middle School Robotics Team Members – The board and the 
administration recognized the Lewisville Middle School Robotics Team members for their 
outstanding performance at the State Robotics Competition.  The team members were 
students Kris Yang, Anthony Foos, Adrianna Lechzier, John Hampton Dorsey, William 
Lucas, Ava Burton and Bree Self.  Each student received a certificate from the district for 
this achievement.  The certificates were presented by Mrs. Lawson. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Mrs. Stroman, seconded by Dr. Fort, the board voted unanimously  
(6-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  meeting agenda; minutes of 
March 16, 2015, meeting; requests for overnight field trips and maintenance items for 
surplus public auction.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Mrs. Lawson announced that the Public Comment sign-up sheet had one person 
listed to address the board, but that person was not present. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Dr. Slayman reported on the snow make-up days.  She reported that local legislators 

support forgiveness of the two days missed because of snow, but there was some 
opposition from the Governor’s Office.  She also reported that if the two days missed were 
not forgiven, the days would be added at the end of the school calendar year after 
graduation.  

 
Dr. Slayman included in the Superintendent’s Report a video clip from CN2 News that 

highlighted the Great Falls High School JROTC program and the senior cadets who were 
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recipients of large military scholarships.  The video clip was presented by the public 
information officer, Mrs. Clinton. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 There was no business to be considered from the previous meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Architect Presentations – Mr. Gardner announced the architectural/engineering 
(A/E) firms selected to make presentations, which were the following:  McMillan Pazdan 
Smith Architecture and Engineering, Stevens and Wilkerson Architecture and Engineering, 
and AAG Architecture and Engineering.  Each A/E firm made a 20-minute presentation. 

 

 Budget Update – Mrs. Stroud gave a short budget update.  She reported that base 
student cost (BSC) was set at $2,220.  She also reported increases that would impact the 
budget, which were health insurance at a 5 percent increase for the employer, and 

retirement at a .5 percent increase for the employer.    

 

 Monthly Financial Status Report – Mrs. Stroud presented the monthly financial 
status report for the month ending March 31, 2015 (Attachment A).  The report indicated 
the year-to-date revenue at $30,580,621 and the year-to-date expenditures at 27,365,976. 
The actual revenue and the actual expenditures, as a percentage of the budget, were 
comparable to last year at the same period.  Mrs. Stroud reported the fund balance, which 
was $13,221,963 at the end of March. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Approval of Easement Located on Old Finley School Property – On a motion by 
Dr. Hughes, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted unanimously (6-0) to approve the 
Easement Statements pertaining to the Finely property, tax map numbers 015-000 and 
017-000, for the fair compensation of $1,700 and $6,343, respectively, as prepared by The 
City of Chester. 
 

 Approval of Board Meeting Schedule for 2015-2016 – On a motion by Mrs. James, 
seconded by Mrs. Hensley, the board voted unanimously (6-0) to approve the Board 
Meeting Schedule for 2015-2016 as presented (Attachment B). 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 At this time Dr. Hughes read a potential conflict of interest statement.  The statement 
was as follows: 
 

I, Dr. Richard P. Hughes, an elected member of the Chester County Board of School 
Trustees and contracted employee of a Chester County governmental agency, do 
hereby recuse myself from any and all discussions, deliberations, votes, and other 
matters related to school district safety contractual matters.  It would be a conflict of 
interest and violation of South Carolina Ethics of which I am sworn to uphold if I 
participated in this topic.   
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 After the statement was read, Dr. Hughes moved, and Mrs. James seconded, to go 
into executive session.  The motion passed unanimously (6-0).   
 
 The board entered executive session at 8:35 p.m. to hear certified personnel 
recommendations, personnel matters, and contractual matter concerning school district 
safety.  There were no personnel matters to be heard.  (Dr. Hughes left soon after the 
board had entered executive session.) 
 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Mrs. Hensley, seconded by Mrs. Stroman, the board voted 
unanimously (5-0) to return to open session.   
 
 Upon returning to open session, the board took the following actions. 
 
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Dr. Fort, the board voted unanimously (5-0) 
to approve the certified personnel recommendations as presented with exception to 
Employee J (Attachment C). 
 
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Mrs. Hensley, the board voted unanimously 
(5-0) to terminate Employee J and have the employee’s certificate revoked. 

 
 On a motion by Mrs. Hensley, seconded by Mrs. Stroman, the board voted 
unanimously (5-0) to allow the administration to contract with a security firm for the     
2015-2016 school year. 
 
 Mrs. Lawson read a statement concerning the board’s decision to contract with a 
security company for 2015-2016 school year.  The statement was as follows: 
 

We the members of the Board of School Trustees are committed to providing all 
students a safe learning environment. We understand the need to continuously 
evaluate our safety measures and procedures, constantly seeking to improve upon all 
programs currently in place. On January 28, 2013, the Board of School Trustees 
issued a statement from then-chair Maggie J. James pledging to “place additional 
officers and security cameras in our schools.” Since that meeting, we have worked 
closely with district administration to fulfill that important pledge. There are now more 
than 500 high-quality cameras throughout the district placed in schools, parking lots 
and athletic facilities. 
 
As we move forward with our safety plans, we have given Superintendent Dr. Agnes 
Slayman authority to secure additional officers for our schools. In recent years, we 
have all seen that safety issues are not only confined to high schools; students of all 
ages are at risk daily. We have thus tasked Dr. Slayman to efficiently use district funds 
to place an officer on each school campus. 
 
We acknowledge students can only learn in an environment that is safe and secure 
and we are united in giving the students of Chester County School District an excellent 
education.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mrs. Stroman moved, and Dr. Fort seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 11 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Agnes M. Slayman, Ph.D. 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Denise C. Lawson 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


